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Eero Hyvonen (Helsinki), ‘Culture Sampo — Finnish Culture on the Semantic Web’,
Digital Humanities 2008, Oulu, Finland




- “We’ve brought our own linch.
“We've $20 to spend.

“Granny can’t do much walking.
Y“And we have to be out by 7
o'clock. .

“What is our best itinerary?”
One minute later, the Browns
have their answer and are on their

way through the streets of Montreal
to enjoy a day at Expo 67.

Andrew Webster, “Computcrs: The New
Age of Miraclcs”, Toronto Globe and
Mail, 16 November 1965

Little concep’cual
advance in ca 40

968 s

The entertainment system was belting out the Beatles’ “We Can Work

It Out” when the phone rang. When Pete answered, his phone turned

the sound down by sending a message to all the other local devices

that had a volume control. His sister, Lucy, was on the line from the

doctor’s office: “Mom needs to see a specialist and then has to have

a scrics of physical therapy sessions. Bi-
weckly or something. 'm going to have my
agent sct up the appointments.” Pete im-
mediately agreed to share the chauffeuring.

At the doctor’s office, Lucy instruct-
cd her Semantic Web agent through her
handheld Web browser. The agent

In a few minutes the agent presented
them with a plan. Pete didn’t like it—Uni-
versity Hospital was all the way across
town from Mom’s place, and he’d be dri-
ving back in the middle of rush hour. He
sct his own agent to redo the search with
stricter preferences about location and

status sccurcly verified by other means,”
the agent reassured him. “(Details?)”
Lucy registered her assent at about the
same moment Pete was muttering, “Sparc
me the details,” and it was all set. (Of
course, Pete couldn’t resist the details and
later that night had his agent explain how

Tim Berners-lLee, James
Hendler and Ora Lassila,
“The Semantic Web”,
Scientific American, May
2001
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Formation of a cliscipline centred on methods: the digital humanities as
keepers of a “methoclological commons”. But how is this of the
humanities?




Dithicult questions & tentative answers

e What are we trging to do?

- Simplg to be useful to the older c[iscipiines? Become the Pemcect servant, and so be without a life of our own?

—  Found anew cliscipline on the basis of a methodologzj which Proviclcs cogent explanations of Phcnomena
that cannot be obtained by any other means? Thus Latour’s moral quandrg (in “The Politics of
ExPlanation”) :

“If the work of exp!aining something is that of emPire~builcling, should we explain something?.... Do we
want to add 9et another c]iscipline and ProFession to the many that we stuclg?.... Do we Iust For power
and recognition?....”

o Thislustis wrong because it distracts. ExPlanation and its concrete instantiation in
methods are not a desirable goals because theg divert us from that which we studg.
Theg become things in themselves, clistancing us from that which give them meaning,
Computational methodologg is a house built on sand.

. Again Latour: rclo/acc metﬁodo/ogg by 52,‘5/6 (139 Plaginga role rather than Fo”owinga

rule).
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APart from theories and imPeratives, what ac‘cua”g do we find going on in
this space of the digital humanities?
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Publishing

Simulating Mocle”ing

Computing in the humanities



Actions,

Publishin g /\ not things

Simulating Mocle”ing

Computing in the humanities
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Basics: mocle”ing
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Cantwell
Smith 1985.

moa’c//ing for
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Coml:)uting in the humanities
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Basics: simulating

simulated
ci‘cg

- - New,
unpredictable
behaviours

real citg
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. Jerrg Fodor: “no comPutation without
representation” (Language of
h

ought, 1975).

* I suggest: “No comPuting (in the
humanities) without exl:)erimenting
and comparing”.



Computing

Styles of scientific

reasoning
Modelling (Taxonomy)
(Experiment )\ (Statistics )
(Laboratory S (Derivation
Construct Construct
Construct
[ \
Artifact o

study




Publishing

ComPuting in the humanities
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| ike a thief in the night

. Joscph Weizenbaum: “...the direct societal effects of any
Pervasive new technolo y are as nothing comParecl toits
much more subtle and u timatelg more iml:)ortant side
effects” (“Onthe lmPact of the ComPuter on Societg”,

1972).
. What) for us now, are these?

— Wide & interclisciplinarg rather than cleep & specialist;
— Argumentative rather than eviclential;
— Probabilistic rather than determined;

— Conjectura”g scientific — when it suits the research:;

— and...
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“We may compare a man in the process of computing a real
number to a machine which is only capable of a finite number of
conditions....” A. M. Turing, 1936 (after George S. Boolos and
Richard C. Jeffrey, Computability and Logic, 2007: 21, Fig. 3.1)
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INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MACHINES, famous name in office equipment, builds s 7 = - \s
world’s most complex and efficient machines. Shell Industrial Lubricants are used in many Y [
g : ‘ - = b

Oracle on 57th Street

Shell Oil advert, Saturday Evening Post, 16 December 1950,
showing IBM World Headquarters, 57th Street and Madison
Avenue, which then displayed the Selective Sequence Electronic . . .
Calculator (SSEC, nicknamed “Poppa” by passers-by) in the Front cover, Time Magazine, 2 April 1965.
front window. -



McCulloch-Pitts
moclcl OF the 3

/' 5
brain, basedon®  ~ =
the Turing ot o
Machine, -
194%-48

=45

Commercial - — : : > —- , N .
communications ) " T o Tt a3 : = 1 <4 = "¢

interface TRy B St
betweenl i Judg Trogadis & John
neuronal cells K. Stevens, Promotionl
and silicon- ’ microphotogra hofa
bas;& electronic human brain ccﬁ
&evnces, th; growing on a Motorola
Golden Brain 68000 chip, 1984
roject,
November 2004

r

=
.
=
=
=
=

Sp



