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FIGURE 1.
The human 
“machine in the 
middle” in a 
wartime 
cybernetic system. 
Alfred Crimi, 
sketch of the 
Sperry ball-turret 
and gunner (1943, 
Life Magazine
1944), rendering 
the gunner’s body 
transparent so as 
to show the 
controls. 
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FIGURE 2.
Control Room, 
SAGE Air Defence 
System, 1950-80



FIGURE 3. Untitled lecture notes for Herbert Simon’s lecture to the Operations Research Society of America, 
14 November 1957.
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2 April 1965

23 January 1950, from a drawing by 
Boris Artzybasheff

FIGURE 4. Time Magazine covers
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FIGURE 5. 
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FIGURE 6. 



FIGURE 7
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FIGURE 8
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FIGURE 9. The “Computer Room”, 
Dryden Flight Research Center, 

Summer 1949.
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FIGURE 10.

The ICL 
Computer 
Room, 
Stevenage, 
Herts. 1974


